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Pondering Pentecost 

This month we celebrate Pretecost, the occasion of God pouring out his 
Spirit upon his people. Sometimes it’s hard to accept that what Jesus said 
in John 16:7 is true: “It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” 
How can it possibly be the case, we ask ourselves, that Jesus leaving Earth 
could be for our good? But when we allow ourselves an opportunity to 
reflect on Pentecost we begin to see that it is far better, for now, to have 
God inside us, rather than God beside us. In some ways Pentecost is the 
next stage of the Incarnation: 
God coming to dwell with his 
people. However, there can 
often be much confusion 
concerning the Holy Spirit, so 
I thought I would consider 
four common misconceptions 
concerning the Holy Spirit. 

1. He’s a Person, not a force. The Holy Spirit is the third member of the 

Trinity. In the Scrptures he is continually refered to in terms of a person: 

He intercedes for us, he can be greived, and prayed to. We should be 

careful, therefore, to refer to him as ‘he’ and not ‘it’. 

2. He was present and active in the Old Testament, not just the New 

Tesament. He is part of the Trinity and as such eternal. He was present 

at Creation, inspired prophets, and equipped kings. 

3. He lives in every believer, not just a few. The great act of Pentecost 

was the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit upon all God’s people and not 

only a select few as had been the case in the Old Testament. Every 

believer has the Holy Spirit living within them, indeed, it is impossible 

to come to faith without the Holy Spirit. 

4. He points to Jesus, not himself. What does a Christian who is walking 

in step with the Spirit look like? How would we know when we see one? 

Jesus tells us that one of the roles of the Spirit is to shine a spotlight on 

to Jesus. No-one goes to the theatre and faces backwards to watch the 

spotlights. The spotlights exist to show up who is on the stage. In a 

similar way the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to draw us to Jesus. 

So even just a little pondering shows us that there’s much to celebrate and 
give thanks to God for at Pentecost! 

 
Rev. Isaac Pain 
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Day Time Service/Event Venue 

Sunday 2nd 9:00am 
10:30am 
7:30pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service 
Whole Benefice Prayer Meeting 

Salford Church 
Cranfield Church 
Zoom and Phone 

Sunday 9th 9:00am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service (with Holy Communion) 

Hulcote Church 
Cranfield Church 

Friday 14th 
 

7:30pm Home Group via Zoom – Contact Linda Pearson 
(l.d.pearson@btinternet.com – Tel. 751358) 

Zoom 

Sunday 16th 9:00am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service (with Baptism) 

Salford Church 
Cranfield Church 

Monday 17th 7:30pm Cranfield PCC Zoom 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am 
5:00pm 

Morning Service (with Holy Communion) 
Hulcote and Salford APCM followed by Evensong 

Cranfield Church 
Hulcote Church 

Sunday 30th 10:30am 
6:00pm 

Morning Service 
Evensong 

Cranfield Church 
Hulcote Church 

MOTTO 2021 “These were written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.”    John 20:31 

We’re so excited to have both our Sunday morning 
creche ‘Pitter-Patter’, and our Sunday kids group up 
and running this month! Thank-you so much to all our 
volunteers who are making this ministry possible!  


