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Did God Send Covid-19? 

We are all aware of the 

Old Testament plagues 

sent by God on the 

Egyptians.  Many people 

are asking themselves 

whether Covid-19 is a 

modern day plague sent 

to bring us to our senses. 

After all, we have over-

populated our planet and 

we continue to plunder its 

natural resources to the 

detriment of future populations.  We are destroying the natural habitats 

of many species of God’s creatures and we continue to pollute our 

precious earth, pumping out carbon dioxide by industrial processes and 

luxury travel. 

Since lockdown we have seen a substantial decline in pollution.  Across 

the world, air is cleaner.  It’s a joy to walk down Cranfield High Street 

without tasting diesel fumes from buses and lorries.  A deer has been seen 

in the centre of the village.  People seem to be kinder to one another and 

we certainly value our NHS and low-paid workers more than we have 

ever done.  We have made heroes out of ordinary people like Sir Tom 

Moore.  All this in just a few months! 

No, God didn’t send Covid-19.  God gave us brains to work out how we 

should live our lives and gave us free will to make choices for ourselves.  

God gave us dominion over the animals, but it was humans who decided 

to sell wild animals with known viruses in fresh meat markets.  It was 

humans who decided to send infected patients from hospitals to care 

homes. 

What the virus has done is to reveal once again that, despite our vast 

knowledge and our modern technological advances, we are not in control. 

Much of modern life is built around the notion that we can manage our 

future and control nature, with technology, science or politics.  The virus 

places us face to face with our vulnerability and mortality.  If we think 

we rule the world we are in the grip of a deep delusion. 

Jesus told us that if we wanted to know what God was like we should 

look at him.  He was kind, compassionate, loving and caring.  He came 

that we might have life to the full.  Let us now use our God-given brains 

to learn from this crisis, to make life better for one another and the natural 

world.  Let us face the mirror that the coronavirus holds up to us and grasp 

the opportunity to change our ways. 

Trevor Dimmock 



Making Sense of the 
Lectionary 
You will see from the bible readings in 

the Reflective Diary that, after Trinity 

Sunday, the passages for the main 

service are taken from the book of 

Genesis, Paul’s letter to the Romans and 

Matthew’s Gospel.  Going forward, 

passages from Matthew take us right up 

to Advent, when a new Church Year 

starts.  Verses from Romans take us right 

up to the end of September.  The Old 

Testament Readings slide from Genesis 

through to Exodus at the end of August.  

We are currently in year A, following a 

3 year cycle. 

The Old Testament readings in June give us important milestones in Abraham’s life.  Paul expounds on 

faith, sin and grace and Matthew’s gospel relates Jesus’ words to His disciples as He sends them out “like 

sheep into the midst of wolves”.  (Matthew 10:16)  

It takes a skilful preacher to be able to link the passages into a theme with a meaningful message for us 

today.  Until we resume public worship and, hopefully, have our own minister, my aim is to give you the 

building blocks of the scriptures.  So, with bibles in hand, you can reflect on whichever verse or verses 

speak to you. 

While preparing this month’s diary, I struggled with the verse: “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, 

we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ”.  (Romans 5:1) 

In order to understand where the “Therefore” comes from, we need to go back to Romans 4.  In fact, 

Romans 4: 13-25 would have been the reading if Sunday 7th June hadn’t coincided with Trinity Sunday!  

Referring to Abraham, Paul tells us that: “No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God.  

Therefore his faith was “reckoned to him as righteousness”.”  (Romans 4: 20, 22)  He goes on to say that 

the words are also written for us:  “It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 

from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.”  (vs 

24, 25) 

It was time to get the dictionary out to find out what is meant by “justification”.  My Readers Digest 

Universal Dictionary gives a legal definition:  “To declare free from blame or to absolve.”  It also gives a 

theological definition:  “To free (man) of the guilt and penalty attached to grievous sin.  Used only of God.” 

So, “justified by faith”?  What is faith?  Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen (Hebrews11:1). 

Jesus said, “Your faith has made you well, go in peace and be healed of your disease” (Mark 5:34). These 

were his words to the woman with the haemorrhage who had touched the hem of His garment.  He used 

similar words many times. 

James writes in his letter, referring to Abraham’s faith, faith was active along with his works, and faith was 

brought to completion by the works. (James 2:22)  Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without works is also dead. (v26) 

I believe that Faith is a gift from God, but we have to choose whether to accept it, to nurture it and hold 

onto it, through doubt and despair, staying firm to the end.  Jesus paid the price for our sins but the price 

we pay is to give our lives to Him, for His Spirit to work in us and through us.  Knowing that we are doing 

His will we have His peace.  

Perhaps we can all echo the words of the father of the epileptic boy who was healed: “I believe, help my 

unbelief (Mark 9:24). 

Dr Marjorie Cotton  

Heavenly Father, forgive us for disregarding the 

health of the planet and for chasing wealth rather 

than always caring about those less fortunate than 

ourselves.  Give wisdom to those making decisions 

for the future of our nation and our world.  

Comfort all those who mourn the loss of a loved 

one.  Give strength to those struggling with job 

loss, isolation and those with issues around mental 

health.  Bless our children and students as they 

cope with change.  May we grow in faith.  Fill us 

with Your Spirit so that, in a new, post-Covid 

world we shall seek first the things of Your 

Kingdom, slow down, be calm and carry on in 

Your service.  Amen 



Captain Sir Tom Moore 
On 20th May we heard that dear Captain Tom had been 

knighted by Her Majesty the Queen.  My neighbour 

rushed round to tell me to look into the sky and get my 

camera out!  A plane was drawing a smiling face alongside 

the letter “T”.  “I am absolutely overwhelmed.  Never for 

one moment could I have imagined to be awarded with 

such a great honour.  I’d like to thank Her Majesty the Queen, the Prime Minister and the great British 

Public.  I will remain at your service.”  God bless you, Captain Sir Tom! 
 

Reflective Diary for June 2020 
Continued from back page 

 

Sunday 28th June – The Third Sunday after Trinity 

Genesis 22: 1-18  God tests Abraham.  He tells him to take his only 

son, Isaac, and offer him as a burnt offering.  Abraham obeyed and got 

as far as binding his son, laying him on the altar on top of a pile of 

wood, and, reaching out his hand, he took the knife to kill his son.  But 

the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven.  He said “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you 

fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son.” (vs 11, 12)  Because you have done this, 

and have not withheld your son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the 

stars of heaven and as the sand on the seashore. (vs 16,17) 

Romans 6: 12-23  The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(v20)  

Matthew 10: 40-42  “Whoever gives even a cup of water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple 

– truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” (v42 ) 

29th June – The Feast Day of St Peter and St Paul 

We celebrate the lives of our patron saints.  The symbol of Peter is the “Cross Keys”.  Jesus said “You are 

Peter, and on this rock will I build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you 

the keys to the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 16: 18,19) 

Paul’s symbol is the sword, representing “The sword of the spirit, 

which is the word of God.” (Ephesians 6:17) 

These symbols appear in the two windows at the west end of the 

church.   

The Collect for the day: 

Almighty God,  

whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul  

glorified thee in their death as in their life:  

grant that thy Church,  

inspired by their teaching and example,  

and made one by thy Spirit, 

may ever stand firm on one foundation  

which is thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord:  

who liveth and reigneth with thee,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. 



Reflective Diary for June 2020 

As long as there is no public worship, the diary will continue to set out the Bible readings from the 

Lectionary, following the Church’s year.  Selected verses have been chosen. 

Psalm 119: 105   Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Sunday 7th June – Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-31  These verses remind us of God the Creator: 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 

understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  Even youths 

will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew 

their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 

walk and not faint. (vs 28-31) 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13  Paul signs off his letter with the Grace:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

Matthew 28: 16-20  The closing words of Matthew’s Gospel: 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age”. (vs 19,20) 

 

Sunday 14th June – The First Sunday after Trinity 

Genesis 18: 1-15 & 21: 1-7  The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks 

of Mamre.  After he had offered his three visitors hospitality, they 

predicted that his wife, Sarah, despite her advanced years, would give 

birth to a son.  Sarah later conceived and gave birth to a son, Isaac. 

Romans 5: 1-8  Therefore since we are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (v1) 

God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died 

for us. (v8) 

Matthew 9:35-10:23  Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and 

gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 

every disease and every sickness.  “As you go, proclaim the good news, 

“The kingdom of heaven has come near.” (10: vs 1, 7) 

 

Sunday 21st June – The Second Sunday after Trinity 

Genesis 21: 8-21  Sarah watches her son Isaac playing with the 

son of the slave woman, Hagar, and asks Abraham to send Hagar 

and Ishmael away.  God tells Abraham to do as she asks.  It is 

Isaac’s offspring who would be named after him but as Ishmael 

was also his son, he would make a great nation out of him also.  

Romans 6: 1b-11  We know that our old self was crucified with 

him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 

longer be enslaved to sin.  If we have died with Christ, we believe 

we also live with him. (vs 6,8) 

Matthew 10: 24-39  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

unperceived by your Father.  And even the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; you 

are of more value than many sparrows (vs 29-31) 

Continued on previous page… 

MOTTO 2020    “Leave all your worries with Him, because he cares for you”    1 Peter 5 v7 


