
Welcome to our Church Profile 
    

  



United Benefice Vision … 

 

Transforming Communities 

Improve our communication and strengthen the 
links between our Churches and communities. 

 

 

Going Deeper into God 

To continue to develop the Ministry in the 
benefice in an evangelical manner, building on 
our relationships with Christians of other 
denominations. 

 

Making New Disciples 

Provide a focus for Christian witness, worship 
and work within our diverse communities. 

 

Two welcoming parishes 

with 3 ancient churches 

 

A close and warm 

fellowship with committed 

regular churchgoers eager 

to worship God 



A person who can equip 

the congregation and 

inspire them in their 

journey with Jesus Christ 

and who can empower 

them in their gifts, to help 

with the ministry 

 

A Rector who can 

efficiently manage 

the benefice by 

coordinating the 

work of the three 

different churches 

A person who is 

willing to work in 

new areas so that 

the ministry of the 

church can grow in 

new directions 

 A good communicator 

who will declare the 

Gospel of Christ clearly 

and boldly 

 

A people-orientated person who 

can relate to a diversity of people 

from different parts of the country 

and the world 

 
A mission-orientated 

Rector who can continue 

the work of the Church and 

will take the Gospel to 

different groups in our 

community  

A compassionate 

person who can 

deal well with the 

elderly, children 

and young people 

   



 

Our Mission Statements 

Cranfield 
We are a community church, 

bringing the good news of 
Jesus Christ and serving the 
community in His love. This 

mission statement is the 
foundation of our values . 

   

The two Churches in the Parish 
of Hulcote with Salford exist to 

share the love of Christ. We 
offer welcome and service to 
all people in and around our 

small rural community . 

Our priorities 

 

Increase the flock! 

Establish a fruitful ministry among the youth and children; 

Develop ministry among the elderly; 

Create new directions for church ministry in our communities; 

Increase the presence of our Church and ministry among Cranfield 

University students. 

Opportunities for development 

The rapid growth of Cranfield village has resulted in new community groups. 
Individuals in these groups come from many parts of the world. A fruitful ministry 
could be achieved among these groups for the glory of God. The Benefice is home 
to many elderly people who require support and this ministry is important to 
us.  The Cranfield University campus is another area that needs expanded 
ministry.  In contrast, there has been little growth within Hulcote and Salford for 
decades because of building restrictions.  Good Christian worship needs to be 
sustained in a close-knit community. 

Our Patron 



The Rectory in Cranfield is a 

four bedroomed detached 

house set in its own large 

garden and situated 

opposite the Church. 

It is equipped with gas 

central heating and is 

comfortable and spacious. 

•  A welcoming community of Christians, actively seeking to 

bring others to Christ; 

•  Two active and supportive PCCs, a Cranfield Reader, together 

    with experienced parish officers; 

•  Church members who actively participate in church ministry; 

•  An organist at Cranfield and a visiting organist at Hulcote with 
Salford; 

•  Ten members of the congregation who have completed the 

diocesan course in bereavement counselling; 

•  Key members of the congregation who have completed 

safeguarding courses; 

•  Two congregations worshipping at different times and 

occasionally together; 

•  A 4 bedroomed detached Rectory in a growing village situated 

    between Bedford and Milton Keynes; 

•  Excellent rail links with London from Bedford or Milton Keynes. 

We can offer : 



 

 

St Peter and St Paul, Cranfield 

Court Road, Cranfield MK43 0DR 

◊ Electoral Roll 81 

◊ Historical village, growing rapidly 

   with new housing 

◊ Cranfield University Campus on 

    the west side of village 

◊ Beautiful countryside for walks 

◊ Lots of active clubs 

◊ Population approximately 6,000 

Hulcote with Salford 

St Mary the Virgin, Salford 

Wavendon Road, Salford MK17 8BB 

◊ Electoral Roll 19 

◊ The most westerly parish in the 

   Bedford Deanery 

◊ Rural village surrounded by farmland 

   and wooded area 

◊ Bridleways and circular walks linking 

   surrounding villages 

◊ Population about 150 

St Nicholas, Hulcote 

Hulcote, Milton Keynes MK17 8BN 

◊ One of 6 surviving 16th Century 

   Churches 

◊ The smallest Elizabethan Church still 

    used in the UK 



Worship 

Recently the usual pattern of Services across the benefice has been as follows: 

1st Sunday 8am 

10:30am 

6pm 

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer 

Evensong 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

St Nicholas, Hulcote 

2nd Sunday 9am 

10:30am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

St Nicholas, Hulcote 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

3rd Sunday 8am 

9am 

10:30am 

Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer & coffee 

Family Service 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

St Mary the Virgin, Salford 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

4th Sunday 9am 

10:30am 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

St Mary the Virgin, Salford 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

5th Sunday 8am 

10:30am 

Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

In addition, there is Benefice Bible Study every Thursday, 10.45am to noon. 
The Home Group consisting of 14 regular members meets every three weeks. 

Average Sunday attendance at St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield = 46 
Average Sunday attendance at Hulcote with Salford = 10 

Attendance rises for special services such as Mothering Sunday, Easter services 

Harvest, Remembrance Sunday, Christingle and Christmas services. 

The Christmas Eve service of Lessons and Carols by Candlelight at St Mary the 

Virgin, Salford is always popular with an average attendance of 150. 

There have been three Joint Benefice Services recently: 

Deanery Evensong at St Nicholas, Hulcote 

Epiphany by Candlelight, St Mary the Virgin, Salford 

Methodist Covenant Service, St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield 

Ecumenism 

There is an established close relationship between 

St Peter and St Paul, the Methodist and Baptist 

Churches.  The United Good Friday Service, United 

Pentecost on the Green and United Churches 

Midnight Christmas Eve Communion at St Peter & St 

Paul are also very well attended.  The Methodist 

Church hosts the Maundy Thursday Service with 

supper afterwards. 



Our PCCs 

Cranfield has two churchwardens and Hulcote with Salford has one. 

Both parishes have active PCCs who work hard on behalf of the parishes, Cranfield 

has 12 members and Hulcote with Salford has 6 members. 

Finances 

Financial Accounts year ending 31/12/2019 

 Cranfield Hulcote with Salford 

Income £52,101 £12,856 

Expenditure £49,087 £13,068 

Parish Share £38,467 £10,123 

Parish Share paid £38,467 £8,500 (Note 1) 

Account balance £13,615 £4,863 

Restricted Funds 

Restoration Account 

£14,396  

£24,294 (Note 2) 

Note 1: The Parish shows a shortfall on its parish share which has been the subject of discussion for some time; the parish 
hopes and prays that this will be resolved with the Deanery 

Note 2: Restricted expenditure account, can only be used for buildings 

Open Church 

Cranfield 
Website: https://www.cranfieldchurch.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CranfieldEngland/ 

Weekly Pews News 

A monthly Church Newsletter, News & Diary, written by members of the 

congregation, covers the whole Benefice 

An annual Benefice Motto Text 

Hulcote with Salford 
WhatsApp Group: Of Bells and Bats 
Weekly posting of services and information on Nextdoor App 

Monthly Pew Sheet 

Website: www.hulcotewithsalford (under construction) 

Communications 

St Peter & St Paul,Cranfield and St Mary the Virgin, Salford are open every day 

and people including non-church goers use them for private prayer or 

contemplation, many write in the Book of Prayers for Healing. 

St Nicholas Hulcote is historically important and there are key holders who open 

the Church for visitors. 

https://www.cranfieldchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/CranfieldEngland/


Fundraising 

Our Vision 

Challenges 

The Churches are used for concerts, exhibitions and festivals. 

There is a bi-monthly Pew Top Sale with Coffee and Cakes at Cranfield. 

These occasions provide a chance for villagers to meet and enjoy fellowship in 

our beautiful church buildings.  Even the non-church going villagers actively 

encourage these events and pledge to support the churches financially. 

• To continue to develop the ministry in the benefice in an 

evangelical manner building on our relationships with 

Christians of other denominations; 

• To establish a fruitful ministry among the youth and 

children; 

• To develop ministry among the elderly; 

• To create new directions for church ministry in our 

communities; 

• To increase the presence of our Church and ministry among 

Cranfield University students; 

• To provide a focus for Christian witness, worship and work 

within our rural communities; 

• To improve communication between parishes. 

• Increase the number of young people regularly attending 

the church; 

• Promote mission among a fast-growing community; 

• Sustain good Christian worship in a small close-knit but 

welcoming rural community; 

• Expand the ministry on the Cranfield University campus; 

• Deepen and improve the community ministry links; 

• Meet the full parish share (Hulcote with Salford). 

 



Strengths 

Our Churches offer 

close and warm 

fellowship to our 

communities 

We have committed 

regular churchgoers 

eager to worship 

Christ every Sunday 

We enjoy good 

ecumenical 

relationships 

Bible Society Open 

the Book bringing 

the Bible to life in 

the primary school 

We have strong links 

with Cranfield 

University and the 

schools 

We are proud of our 

history as meeting 

places for Christians 

since the 12th Century 



Cranfield 

Our Church 

The two individual parishes 

The parish church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul is a Grade 1 

listed building situated in the village centre. The original parts 

of the church date from the middle of the 13th century to early 

14th century. Much of the church was remodelled when the aisles were added in the 

15th century along with clerestory windows. 

Like many medieval churches, the Cranfield church had just one cold water tap. To 

move into the twenty-first century, we needed a meeting room, a small kitchen and 

a lavatory; the entire church also needed redecoration. The work costing £180,000 

was done in seven months and the church was rededicated 

during the Easter season of 2011. Because we needed to 

maintain seating capacity, we built a balcony across the back of 

the church. The church has also benefited from phases of 

external restoration which addressed the main requirements of 

the past quinquennial report. Extensive repointing of the south 

front and parts of the tower, work done to the east window and 

louvre window in the north wall, new fencing above the boiler 

room steps as well as some internal damp proofing required the 

sum of £50,000. The church congregation was patient and 

resilient throughout the ensuing chaos! 

Church Bells 

There are 6 bells in the Cranfield church tower, with the heaviest weighing almost 
18cwt, making them fairly heavy to ring. A committed team of 13 bell-ringers 
joyfully call the worshippers to the 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service. Our Bell-
ringers often get compliments from villagers who say they love to hear the bells. 



Community 

Cranfield is a growing village of over 5,000 people with new estates already built 
and others in the planning process. It is served by two local supermarkets, Budgens 
at one end and a Co-op containing the local Post Office at the other. 

The village has a wide selection of businesses catering for its everyday needs, two 
Public Houses and a popular Café. 

Hands Across Cranfield are volunteers who give practical help to those who need 
it and provide transport when required. 

Education 

There are two Church of England schools in the parish; Cranfield Academy 
(Lower School) and Holywell Academy (Middle School). The incumbent has an 
ex officio 'director' (academy governor) role in both schools; these are 
opportunities to support the schools' Christian ethos through a governance 
perspective. At Holywell Academy, the incumbent currently also has the 
additional role of representing Cranfield PCC on the Academy Board as their 
Corporate Member representative. Alongside these ex officio governance roles, 
there is the opportunity to be involved as 'school incumbent' through pastoral 
involvement, visits and collective worship. 

There are already close ties with the two schools established by our last 
incumbent. Cranfield Academy ran the 2019 Harvest Festival in the Church and 
delighted us with their reading and singing. Special school services also take 
place. 



Leisure 

Cranfield is proud of its countryside walks, its Bunyan and Rectory wood trails 
where sometimes deer, red kites, and other wild animals are spotted. 

The village hall offers short mat bowls, taekwondo, pilates, yoga, and other 
quieter pursuits such as painting. The football club has teams for all ages and has 
a bar that runs other social events for the villagers. Hartwell Leisure provides 
swimming and fitness classes. 

The village is home to an Air Training Corp and Army Cadet Force and for the 

younger children there are Brownies and Cub packs. 

Cranfield is a thriving community and events can be seen on the Cranfield 

Community Facebook pages. 

In February 2019,  
twenty-seven parishioners 
journeyed to the Holy Land with  
Rev Hugh Symes-Thompson.   
 
During the visit he led Communion 
on the Banks of the River Galilee. 



Hulcote with Salford 

Our Churches 

Hulcote Church is Grade 1 listed and 
situated up a privately owned, tree-
lined grass avenue, over which the 
Church has carriage rights.  The tower 
is from the 14th century and the 16th 
century nave was remodelled in the 
Elizabethan style by Richard Chernocke. 
A considerable amount of money has 
been spent on restoration during the 
past 20 years and it is in very good 
condition. We have completed our 
redecoration and have an on-going 
project to restore the Chernocke 
monument. 

 

Salford Church, also Grade 1 listed, was built in the 13th century and was 
remodelled in 1867. It is structurally in good condition and we have made 
progress in improving the floor surface.  Over the last 20 years the Church has 
had a considerable amount of money spent on it, through grants and parishioner 
giving.   

To reduce heating costs and to avoid the 
nuisance of bat droppings the 
congregation meets in the chancel.  In 
December 2018, a meeting of the PCC 
and Diocesan Advisory Committee to 
discuss the replacement of the ageing 
screen between the chancel and nave 
resulted in Salford's inclusion in the Bats 
in Churches Project, funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  The 
Bats in Churches Project finds ways to 
help churches coexist with its resident bat 
population.  The ecological and heritage 
surveys are planned to start at Salford 
from April 2020 as a starting point for 
planning mitigation to separate the 
church community from the impact of the 
bats. 



Church Bells 

At Hulcote there are 4 bells, which are struck by hammers. Cranfield Bell 
Ringers are keen for the bells' restoration to facilitate full circle ringing. Two of 
the bells are dated 1598. 

At Salford, there are 3 bells which are chimed (see photo below). 

Community 

During the past 100 years, Hulcote with Salford has had a stable population of 
about 140 people. Hulcote has about  15 houses and Salford about 55. There 
are no shops and just one public house.  A Village Hall Committee holds 
successful community events such as Spring Lunch, Midsummer Picnic on the 
Green, Harvest Supper and Christmas Lunch, along with music, quiz nights 
and a very successful MacMillan Coffee Morning. 

Education 

There is no longer a village school in Salford; Children attend Husborne Crawley 
Lower School. Older children attend Fulbrook Middle School in Woburn Sands, 
from where they have a choice of Upper Schools at Leighton Buzzard, Ampthill 
and Milton Keynes. 



Leisure 

Both Hulcote and Salford are rural villages, surrounded by farmland and 
wooded areas and there are bridleways and circular walks linking surrounding 
villages. There is a small stud and an established stable yard at Hulcote. The 
Bunyan Trail passes through College Farm, Salford and the Route 51 cycle trail 
passes through the village of Salford. 
Salford Village Hall is hired out on an almost daily basis for various activities, 
including the Moulsoe Gardening Club, yoga, pilates, ballet, band practice, 
ballroom dancing and private parties.  It is also used as the polling station.  


