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Rector:  Vacant 

Rectory:  Tel: 750214 – calls 

will be diverted 

Reader: 

Trevor Dimmock:  751321 

ttdimmock@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens: 

Andrew Pearson:  751358 

andy.r.pandy@btinternet.com 

Jo Stannage:  752116 

jo.stannage@gmail.com 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: 

Anne Dimmock:  751321 

 

Editors: 

Dr Marjorie Cotton:  750025 

marjorie.cotton 

 @btinternet.com 

Susan Webster 

susan.anita.webster 

 @googlemail.com 

 

The editors reserve the right  

to make alterations where 

necessary. 

Distribution organised by 

Marjorie Cotton.  If you would 

like to receive an email colour 

copy of this newsletter either as a 

backup or replacement to your 

ordinary printed version please 

email one of the addresses 

above. 

 

If you would like to 

receive The Church News 

& Diary in a larger print, 

please contact the Editors 
 

For more information on 

Cranfield Parish Church look 

online at: 

www.cranfieldchurch.org 

 

Jesus And Angels In The Wilderness 

Mark tells us (Mark 1: 12,13) that 

after his baptism by John in the river 

Jordan, “the Spirit drove him (Jesus) 

out into the wilderness.  He was in 

the wilderness for forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with 

the wild beasts; and the angels 

waited on him.”  Mark was always 

economical with words.  This is all 

he tells us about this important event 

in Jesus’ life.  

Jesus had to come to terms with his 

commission.  God had confirmed 

that  “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.”  He was human as well as Divine.  He had 

to conquer the self which is in all of us.  He needed time for prayer, 

stillness and self denial to come closer to God.  In the words of the lovely 

hymn “And can it be” by Charles Wesley, “ He emptied himself of all but 

love and bled for Adam’s helpless race.”  He died not for Israel’s chosen 

race but for all of us, for all of God’s children who are helpless without 

him.  This was to come.  Now his task in the wilderness was to utterly 

submit to God’s will and to overcome the temptations which beset us all. 

God provided angels to guard him in his most vulnerable moments.  His 

angels are there for us too. 

So, let us turn to the account given by Matthew (Matthew 4: 1-11), also 

echoed in Luke 4: 1-13.  He tells that it was after the period of fasting that 

“the tempter” came.  The first temptation was that, as Jesus was so 

hungry, he was urged “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 

to become loaves of bread.”  Jesus quotes from the book of Deuteronomy 

8: 1-3.  God is speaking to Moses: “Remember the long way that the Lord 

your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in order to 

humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not 

you would keep his commandments.  He humbles you by letting you 

hunger, then by feeding you with manna, in order to make you understand 

that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 

the mouth of the Lord.” 

Jesus shows us the way, the way of Love, to God.  He supplies our 

spiritual food.  We need him and his Spirit to sustain us so that we can be 

truly alive. 

Next we learn that “the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on 

the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
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Jesus And Angels In The Wilderness 
Continued from front page 

throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his 

angels concerning you” and “On their hands they will bear you 

up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”  Jesus 

replied “Again it is written,  “Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test”.”  Jesus quotes from  Deuteronomy 6: 16.  The people had 

tested God’s patience by turning to other gods and disobeying his 

commandments. 

Do we test his patience too?  Do we put other things before him 

– the need for possessions and money?  Do we get distracted and 

lose our focus of walking with him and being open to God-given opportunities to serve others in love? 

The final temptation tells how “the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendour and he said to him, “All of these I will give you if you will fall 

down and worship me.”  Jesus said to him, “away with you, Satan! for it is written, “Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve only him”.”  These are God’s words in Deuteronomy 5: 6-11, emphasising the first 

commandment to “have no other Gods before me”. 

In the case of the last temptation it is surely about craving and even being addicted to power.  We only 

need to look at some of our world leaders.  To some degree perhaps there is the need in all of us to be in 

control.  We need to let go and trust God to be in charge. 

We shouldn’t cast stones at others, but always 

examine ourselves to recognise temptations 

and challenge them.  There may be feelings 

of fear or hopelessness as we face a 

wilderness of uncertainty.  Whatever they are, 

we can and must conquer them in Jesus’ name 

and with his help. 

Dr Marjorie Cotton 

 

 

Newsletter Distribution 
I am taking over the distribution from Jo Stannage 
to relieve her load.  Holywell School kindly print 
the newsletters, but we are living in a digital age 
and many of you may prefer an online pdf 
version.  This would save printing and 
distributors’ legs!   

The newsletter is also available on the Church 
website (www.cranfieldchurch.org), along with 
the latest Pews News.  To rationalise distribution, 
I am going to draw up a new list of those still 
wanting paper copies.  I am happy to add anyone 
to the list who would like one.  I would also ask 
any who have received their copy to confirm to 
me whether they would like to continue or 
whether they would like an online version – my 
contact details are on the front page.   

I hope you find it worth reading.  You are also 
invited to contribute! 

Marjorie Cotton

Advanced Notice – a Date for your Diary: 

On 23rd May Musica Charity Choir 
are giving a concert in Cranfield 
Church.  More details later but you 
can check their website – 
musicamk.uk 

 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness- 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 

Reassuring words from the lovely hymn: “What 

a friend we have in Jesus” by Joseph Scriven. 

A Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we know 

we all fall short of that 

perfect person you want 

us to be.  With your help, 

may we grow more like 

Jesus, learning to love, 

obey and trust you for 

everything. 



Parish Giving Scheme 
Thank you to all who generously donate 

to the church on a regular basis.  We 

need to maintain our Parish Share 

(money going to the Diocese) to ensure 

that we can keep a minister once 

appointed.  If you haven’t already 

signed up, Parish Giving Scheme packs 

are available from Trevor Dimmock or 

Marjorie.  Even a small amount given 

regularly makes a difference. 

“Care for God’s Creation” – 
#LiveLent - is the Church 

of England’s Lent Campaign for 

2020.  Sign up on the Church of 

England website 

(www.churchofengland.org) for 

40 short reflections and 

suggested actions to help you, 

your family and your church live 

in greater harmony with God, 

neighbour and nature.   

Thank you to Anne Dimmock for being our Parish Safeguarding Officer.  She has kindly written the 

following article explaining the need for this role.  I encourage you to read and inwardly digest. 

Safeguarding 

‘Love your neighbour as you would love yourself’ (Mark 12:31) is of course at the heart of our faith and 

to what we aspire as practising Christians.  However, there is a need to highlight the fact that there have 

been incidents where individuals have had reason to become uncomfortable in situations in which they 

find themselves, purely because they are fulfilling Jesus’ commandment.   

These occasions have arisen when voluntarily offering support by giving a lift to someone in need.  This 

practice should not stop: on the contrary, our faith and Church is all about loving God and our neighbour; 

so those who put themselves forward in situations of need should be applauded.  There are diocesan 

safeguarding guidelines with regard to giving lifts to others as part of our church activities.  In a nutshell, 

the guidelines state there are two situations in which transport is offered: firstly, by the Church as an 

organised activity and secondly, by informal and friendship arrangements. 

At the moment we have no formal activities where the Church takes responsibility for transport of a group 

or an individual.  Therefore, any lifts agreed are informal and purely given in a friendship capacity. 

The guidelines state: ‘It may be that this informal arrangement can be used to advantage when organising 

events and activities, without the church taking on that responsibility, e.g. by asking that children, young 

people and vulnerable adults be transported to a venue for the activity.’ 

The guidelines for formal arrangements can also be helpful in these situations too, to help keep all parties 

safe.  A copy of these guidelines can be found in the Safeguarding Folder at the back of the church.  They 

can also be found on https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/diocese/safeguarding-documents/ 

For those of you who are so kind as to offer lifts to friends, 

please read them to ensure you and your friend are safe.  

Also, there is a Personal Risk Assessment Tool which I 

have also put into the folder, but again can be found 

through the above link.  It gives some guidance if anyone 

is unsure of a situation. 

I am always available to answer questions or give support 

to anyone who feels vulnerable, and we are all vulnerable 

at some time in our lives; if in doubt please contact me.  

The aim is to support our neighbour and safeguard 

ourselves. 

Anne Dimmock (PSO) 

Pew Top Sale 
Saturday 14th March 2020 

10.00am – 12.00 noon 

Cranfield Parish Church 

By the Friends of  

the Parish Church, 

in aid of Church General Fund 



DIARY FOR MARCH 2020 
 

Day Time Service/Event Venue 

Sunday 1st 8.00am 

10.30am 

Holy Communion (Lead: Rev Rachel Simmons) 

Morning Prayer (Lead: Rev Rachel Simmons) 

Cranfield Church 

Cranfield Church 

Tuesday 3rd 7.30pm “Sounds Familiar” Community Choir (and every 

Tuesday): Contact Jean Lloyd (Tel: 751495) 

Baptist Church 

Thursday 5th 10.45am-

Noon 

7.30pm 

Bible Study (and every Thursday): Contact Marjorie 

Cotton (Tel: 750025) 

Bellringing Practice (and every Thursday): Contact 

Mary Hartley (mary.hartley56@gmail.com) 

Hillgreen Farm, 

Bourne End 

Cranfield Church 

Sunday 8th 9.00am 

10.30am 

3.00pm 

Holy Communion (Lead: Fr Paul Davies) 

Holy Communion (Lead: Fr Paul Davies) 

“Food 4 Thought” with Baptism 

Hulcote Church 

Cranfield Church 

Methodist Church 

Saturday 14th 10am-Noon Pew Top Sale Cranfield Church 

Sunday 15th 8.00am 

9.00am 

10.30am 

Morning Prayer (Lead: TBC) 

Morning Prayer & Coffee (Lead: Maurice Rust) 

Family Service (Lead: Jo Stannage) 

Cranfield Church 

Salford Church 

Cranfield Church 

Friday 20th 8.00pm Home Group: Contact Linda Pearson (Tel: 751358) 59 Springfield Way 

Sunday 22nd  

9.00am 

10.30am 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Morning Prayer (Lead: Maurice Rust) 

Holy Communion – Joint Service with Methodists 

(Lead: Rev Caroline Weaver) 

 

Salford Church 

Cranfield Church 

 

Sunday 29th 8.00am 

10.30am 

Morning Prayer (Lead: TBC) 

Morning Prayer (Lead: Andrew Pearson) 

Cranfield Church 

Cranfield Church 

APRIL 

Sunday 5th  

8.00am 

10.30am 

PALM SUNDAY 

Morning Prayer (Lead: Rev Jane Bass) 

Morning Prayer with Baptisms (Lead: Rev Jane Bass) 

 

Cranfield Church 

Cranfield Church 

Thursday 9th  

6.00pm 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Holy Communion followed by light supper (Names 

wishing to attend to Hayley Outridge – Tel: 751336) 

 

Methodist Church 

Friday 10th  

10.30am 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Service of Reflection 

 

Cranfield Church 

    

MOTTO 2020    “Leave all your worries with Him, because he cares for you”    1 Peter 5 v7 
 

All are welcome to join us at our services for worship and fellowship. 

Some encouraging words from the hymn “Soldiers of Christ arise” by Charles Wesley: 
From strength to strength go on 

Wrestle and fight and pray; 
Tread all the powers of darkness down 

And win the well-fought day. 
That having all things done, 
And all your conflicts past, 

Ye may o’ercome through Christ alone, and stand entire at last. 


